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I. Welcome							          		           Ronda Henry-Tillman, M.D.
· Dr. Ronda Henry-Tillman welcomed everyone and reviewed the past meeting minutes .The minutes were accepted.

II. ACC Updates							             		                                 Cornelya Dorbin
· Cornelya gave a special Thank You to our sponsors: Rx Catering, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Two Sisters Catering, Daddy’s Deli and Catering, Starbucks Coffee, and Electric Cowboy, for donating food and tables. 
· Cornelya also announced that ADH, ACC’s primary funder, gave the “green light” that ACC can start working on our RFA for 2012; this is something that ACC is really proud of because this will be our 3rd year to have the ability to award Competitive Grants to our members/ partners.
· ACC has overhauled the Acc website. Cornelya showed an image of what the new website will look like, and she also thanked Billy, ACC Community Outreach Specialist, and Eric, Rob, & Isaac, Contractor for the New ACC website. The new website will be another forum to keep ACC members/ partners informed. PowerPoint, presentations, Summit Registration, General information, and much more will be available on the ACC website. Cornelya prompted members/ partners to check the website out.
· Cornelya urged members/ partners to “friend” or “fan” ACC on Facebook. Currently, ACC has about 400 friends on Facebook. Additionally, ACC updates the Facebook page at least once a day. Again, Facebook is another platform that ACC uses to get information out there about any cancer information/ news in the State, any National cancer guidance that ACC receives, and any other news worthy stories.
· Cornelya did a recap on the ACC Lung Cancer Workgroup’s Lung Cancer Press Conference, which was held on November 16th. ACC received great feedback on the press conference and it was featured on Channel 7 & 11 news. The ACC Lung Cancer Workgroup meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month, so if you are interested in joining please feel free to come to a meeting. Meetings last about an hour and members discuss specific objectives related to the AR Cancer Plan.
· In an effort to advance the AR Cancer Plan, ACC held an Advocacy Training November 3rd in conjunction with TPCP. At the training, participants talked about issues relating to advocacy vs. lobbying for a nonprofit. There were over 40 attendees at the training, and ACC received lots of positive feedback.
· She also announced that this year’s Summit XII theme is “Spotlight on Prevention”, in which we will highlight primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention interventions. Cornelya asked members/ partners to look out for a Quarterly Meeting mailer going out in January with a registration brochure and instructions on how to register and get involved with Summit XII. Summit XII will be held March 7th and 8th at the Embassy Suites.

III. C-Change Award Presentation					       		             Tasha Tilghman-Bryant, MPA
· C-Change is a national non-profit comprised of over 150 leaders from the non-profit, government, and private sector; this makes C-change unique because they bring these leaders from various backgrounds and try to combat cancer at the earliest possible time.
· Originally, the award was called the Exemplary Planning Award because during that time a lot of CCC coalitions were still in the planning phase. Currently, the award is called the Exemplary Implementation Award because now all of the 70 funded CCC coalitions have comprehensive control plans being implemented.
· Tasha commented that C-Change received quite a few applications for the award, and what stood out about ACC is the diversity of organizations/ individuals that have come together to support the coalition. She was so amazed to see how resourceful ACC is with having all of the food donated for this meeting. She said, “Although it may seem small, in present times of economic strife, finding those little ways to save money, engage other people, and getting people interested in the work that ACC is doing, really makes a huge difference…. ACC should be proud of that and continue to do a great job.”
· Tasha also said that she has been to a bunch of coalitions across the nation, and ACC should be really proud of the work that you are doing, because many other coalitions are struggling to function or are not functioning.” 
· “Nothing will work unless you do” is an inspirational quote Tasha received that she thought was fitting for the ACC receiving the C-Change Award, because “ACC is proof that when you do a lot, you get a lot, and it does work.” With that said, Tasha urged ACC to continue the great work and then presented ACC with the C-Change Exemplary Implementation Award.
· Cornelya commented that this was ACC’s 2nd time in 3 years winning the C-Change Coalition of the year award, in part because of our wonderful members/ partners. Cornelya asked members/ partners to pat each other on the back. She mentioned how proud she is to be a part of the ACC and thanked all members/ partners for their help in advancing the AR Cancer Plan throughout the state.

IV. 2010 – 2011 ALA Lung Cancer Initiative								          Linda Cullers
· Linda talked specifically about some of the tools/ services that are available to patients, friends, or families that you come in contact with or have lung cancer. Some of the tools/ resources that American Lung Association (ALA) can access on the ALA website are:
· The lung Cancer Clinical Trials Matching Service: this is a great resource for people who have been diagnosed with lung cancer. Lung cancer patients that are interested in being a part of a clinical trial can use this tool to sign up for a program. Once patients are signed up in the program they are matched with a nurse that guides them through the whole process.  A person can enter the clinical trials at any level of treatment.
· My Fighting for Air Community: this is a web based community that is developed for a patient. For instance, if someone is facing a crisis or illness, a member of the community or anyone can volunteer to develop a website for a patient, and people can volunteer to do special things for that patient, such as cook a meal, volunteer transportation, or any other things that the patient needs. This is a great resource that people can sign to volunteer and help.
· Lung Help Line: It is for any lung disease patient or family member or caregiver that has questions. The Line is manned by nurses, respiratory therapists, and a whole staff of doctors who are available online. The Line is a great resource, especially when you have questions for healthcare professionals. The line is available at no charge.
· Better Breather Club: is a support group for people who are impacted by COPD, lung cancer, asthma, or any of the lung diseases.
· Linda announced that ALA just published a report entitled Too Many Cases, Too Many Deaths: Lung Cancer in African Americans. This is an amazing report available at the National Lung Association’s website under the link Publications.

V. ACC and ArCOP: Two Peas in a Pod!						           		    Joy Rockenbach
· Joy commented that because of the AR Cancer Plan, ArCOP did not have to re-invent the wheel when developing their Obesity Plan and Objectives.
· The Vision of ArCOP is that Arkansans value and practice healthy lifestyles--- this is a component of the AR Cancer Plan in Section 2 (Healthy Lifestyles).
· The Mission of ArCOP is to improve the health of all Arkansas communities and increase access to healthy and affordable foods.
· The Goal of ArCOP is to increase the percentage of Arkansans of all ages that have access to healthy and affordable foods and who engage in regular physical activity.
· Joy stated that along the way with developing their mission, they have discovered just how much of a food desert that Arkansans live in. There are too many people who’ s only access to food comes from a 7/11, which is not a good thing if you are trying to eat healthy.
· ArCOP’s rationale comes from the CDC, from documents that Robert Wood Johnson put out, and the AR Cancer Plan.
· Joy made the point that we are all part of a much bigger picture. ArCOP is part of the Chronic Disease Council, which is a coordinating council. All of Plans from the organizations that make up the Council (Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Workgroup, Diabetes Advisory Council, Arkansas Cancer Coalition, Arkansas Asthma Coalition, ArCOP, Arkansas Wellness Coalition, Arkansas Oral Health Coalition) feed into a state Chronic Disease Plan. With all of the organizations working on their Plans together, allows the Council to have a much greater impact on Chronic Disease as a whole.
· ArCOP has several teams that each have their individual plan, but each team works towards one common goals, which is how they are going to increase access to healthy and affordable foods, and how they are going to increase availability of physical activity. The ArCOP teams and some of their respective strategies are:
· Healthcare Team: Train healthcare professionals to be community advocates in obesity prevention
· Early Childhood and Schools Team: Improve nutrition and physical activity and promote quality physical education
· Worksite Team: Improve worksite health environments
· Built Environment Team: Promote the use of community design principles and planning processes to help citizens incorporate physical activity into their daily routines
· Access to Healthy Foods Team: Increase healthy eating opportunities for all Arkansans
· Executive Team: Create and maintain momentum for a statewide obesity coalition 
· Social Marketing Team (this team was recently added)
· Joy talked about the Plan that ArCOP developed called Growing Healthy Communities that currently funds $10,000 to 18 communities though out Arkansas. ArCOP’s next big project is to go after a statewide social marketing campaign. 
· Joy thanked the ACC for providing ArCOP with all of their smart objectives via the AR Cancer Plan.


VI. River Valley Rural Outreach Program (Ozark Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure)                Alison Levin and Teresa Jones
· Alison and Teresa thanked ACC for their funding. 
· The Ozark Affiliate’s promise is to save lives and end breast cancer forever by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all and energizing science to find the cures.
· The Ozark Affiliate’s program mission is to support the priorities of the Arkansas Cancer Plan by focusing on cancer prevention, detection and treatment to Crawford and Sebastian Counties in Arkansas.
· What this program found out in Sebastian and Crawford County is that nearly 40% of all women 40yrs of age and older that would be eligible to have a mammogram have not had their regular screening mammogram within the past 12 months. Therefore, getting the word out to this population is so important in helping to detect breast cancer early. Alison and Teresa stressed that it is all about prevention with breast cancer because if it’s found early, the diagnosis and treatment is so much easier than when it’s diagnosed later. The survival rate of breast cancer, if detected early, is 98%.
· Teresa has been able to work with shelters, communities, churches, schools, and organizations within Sebastian and Crawford County and share the word about early detection. A picture PowerPoint presentation with some of the groups that Ozark Affiliate have been able to work with and talk about breast cancer, early detection, and prevention measures. Some of the programs that Ozark Affiliate is working with are:
· Gateway House: is a residential substance abuse treatment facility. Ozark Affiliate are on a 6 week rotation with this facility and are schedule to speak with every group of clients that come in about the importance of the early detection of breast cancer by monthly BSE and yearly mammograms.  
· The United States Air Force’s 188th Fighter Wing:  is an Air Combat Command unit of the Air National Guard located at Fort Smith, AR. Ozark Affiliate did a Breast Self Exam class in collaboration with Eva R. Patton, Airman & Family Readiness Program Manager.
·  Fort Smith Adult Education Center: a Breast Self Exam class was conducted there.
· Ozark Affiliate hosted a Breast Self Exam class for the Deaf Women of the area.  Two licensed sign language interrupters volunteered their time to help with this event.  They were able to share important breast care information and resources with the ladies present.  
· Ozark Affiliate will be working with Vanessa Smith at UAMS to help people with special needs learn about Breast Cancer/ Breast Self Exams.

VII. ACS Little Rock Metro Health Initiatives Update							     Donna Rayford
· Donna works with Health Initiatives and helps implement the American Cancer Society’s (ACS) programs and services throughout Central, AR--- Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Conway, and etc. She works hand and hand everyday with volunteers.
· Donna reminded everyone about 4 key things that ACS is doing:
· Research: ACS provides $100 million per year in research funding.
· Education: 60% of cancers are preventable. Donna stated that if we can educate people and get people involved in their own healthcare, then we can really make an impact on how many people die from cancer, or the fact that we won’t have as many people dying from cancer.
· Advocacy: ACS looks to advocacy and volunteers when dealing with legislatures both in state, locally, and at the federal level.
· Services/ Programs: Donna commented that cancer patients and their families need us. The programs and services that ACS does, spearheaded by ACS volunteers, are really important.
· Donna talked about some of the goals of ACS through 2015:
· Increase the number of people that survive cancer
· Have fewer cases of cancer (down by 25%) by 2015
· ACS now has certified Cancer Resource Centers (40 Cancer Resource Centers throughout the U.S., AR has 2 Cancer Resource Centers)
· The Cancer Resource Centers are facilities that have been donated by ACS partner organizations. The Cancer Resource Centers are staffed by trained volunteers, have internet access, libraries filled with cancer related information, and much more. The mission of the Cancer Resource Centers is to provide a personal connection to current information on cancer prevention and educational resources available in the community.
· Currently, AR has 2 Cancer Resource Centers, St. Josephs in Hot Springs and the AR Cancer Institute in Pine Bluff. ACS is also developing 11 other Cancer Resource Centers in AR.
· Donna stated that ACS wants the Cancer Resource Centers to be a consistent model. In other words, ACS wants the experience felt by cancer patients and their families to be the same; whether the cancer patient walks into the Cancer Resource Center in Pine Bluff, Little Rock, or Hot Springs, there will be somebody there with the information that is needed.
· Donna went on to talk about the importance of having a Cancer Resource Center in the community. When we have a Cancer Resource Center in the community that means that there is a greater presence in the community not just for ACS, but also for their partner organizations such as ACC.
· Cancer Resource Centers provide a way to reach cancer patients and their families.
· More people can make use of the services available when they know about them. So, having a Cancer Resource Center makes people aware of the services available to them in the community, and allows ACS and their partners to accomplish cancer specific goals.
· Cancer Resource Centers also provide a forum for developing a collaboration/ partnership with other organizations in the community.
· Donna urged ACC members/ partners to direct anybody that they know battling cancer to any of the 2 Cancer Resource Centers, where patients can get one on one help to fight cancer.

VIII. Member Announcements
· Chara Stewart, MPH, CHES, UAMS Cancer Institute
Her organization received a grant from NCI for a National Outreach Network. One of their charges is to find out what resources are in AR. Additionally, they will be looking at what information is being disseminated, educated, and provided in AR to cancer patients. Her organization will be sending out a survey in mid January to find out this information; they want to start this survey with the ACC membership, so keep a look out on this survey.

· Chara also reminded people to come to the 7th Annual Expo
· Gemessia Ford, UAMS Cancer Control
Gemessia announced that she is looking to build partnerships in Mississippi and St. Frances County to strengthen the Empowered Communities for Life Program; so they are looking to talk to anyone that does work in these two counties in an effort to recruit individuals age 50+ for colorectal cancer trials, research, screening, education, and services.
· Arkansas Prostate Cancer Foundation’s Prostate Cancer Workgroup will meet December 14, 2010 after the Quarterly Meeting at 11:15am in the ACS building.
· ACC Skin Cancer Workgroup will meet December 14, 2010 at 11:30am in the ACS building.
· Arkansas Ovarian Cancer Coalition will meet December 14, 2010 at 12pm in the ACS building.
· ACC Summit XII Planning Committee will meet December 15, 2010 at 3pm in the ACS building.
· ACC Lung Cancer Workgroup will meet December 21, 2010 at 2pm in the ACS building.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, February 15, 2010
9-11am
American Cancer Society Downstairs Conference Room
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